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pose, must be discovered by sagacity superiour to mine.
But after such perplexity of councils and such fluctuation
of conduct, it is necessary to inquire more particularly
what are the present intentions of the ministry, what alli-
ances have been formed, and what conditions are required
to be fulfilled.

If we are obliged only to supply the queen of Hungary
with twelve thousand men, we have already performed our
engagements; if we have promised any pecuniary assist-
ance, the sum which we have stipulated to furnish ought
to be declared; for I suppose, at least, our engagements
have some limits, and that we are not to exert all the force
of the nation, to fight as if fire and sword were at our gates,
or an invader were landing armies upon our coasts.

I have, sir, from my earliest years been zealous for the
defence and exaltation of the house of Austria, and shall
be very far from proposing that any danger or distress
should influence us to desert it; but I do not easily dis-
cover by what means we shall be able to afford any effica-
cious assistance : for the power of Britain consists chiefly
in naval armaments, which can be of very little use to the
queen of Hungary, and I know not any state that will
easily consent to unite with us on this occasion.

If there be, sir, any states remaining in Europe which
the French can neither intimidate nor bribe, we ought
studiously to solicit and diligently to cultivate their friend-
ship ; but whether any, except the Moscovites, are now
independent, or sufficiently confident of their own strength
to engage in such a hazardous alliance, may be justly
doubted.

The late grand alliance, sir, was supported at the ex-
pense of this nation atone; nor was it required from the
other confederates to exhaust the treasure of their country
in the common cause* I hope the debt which that war has
entailed upon us will instruct us to be more frugal in our
future engagements, and to stipulate only what we may
perform without involving the nation in misery, which vic-
tories and triumphs cannot compensate.

The necessity, sir, of publick economy obliges me to
insist, that before any money shall be granted, an account